Modified LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE

Direct Instruction

Author: Kathryn Marlowe
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Subject(s): Civics and Economics
Topic or Unit of Study (Title):  The US Constitution 
Grade Level: 12th
Materials: Copy of the US Constitution http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_transcript.html , Handout 1, Smart Board, Laptops.
Summary (and Rationale):  
In this lesson students will receive an overview of the constitution as a whole, and be taught its various parts as well as a brief history of the Constitution. They will then be guided in a practice of counting the words in each part (using a word count feature), first on the Smart Board and then individually. For homework they will need to complete the remainder of Handout 1 which consists of coloring a chart that represents the various parts of the constitution. 
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [10 minutes]
For review we will discuss briefly the events leading up to the writing of the Constitution (Articles of Confederation, weak central government, Shay’s rebellion).
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	CE.C&G.2.3 
When given information about the U.S. Constitution as a “living Constitution” in terms of how the words in the Constitution and Bill of Rights have been interpreted and applied throughout their existence (e.g., precedents, rule of law, Stare decisis, judicial review, supremacy, equal protections,”establishment clause”, symbolic speech, due process, right to privacy, etc.) students will learn and interpret this information and apply it to their understanding. 
HS.TT.1.3 (Technology)

When given the task of counting the words from each section of the Constitution students will use appropriate technology tools and other resources to create a document containing all of the numbers from each section in order to share information with others. 
	Students will listen and write notes from the PowerPoint presentation to keep for their own understanding, as well as completing Handout 1 in class and at home. 


State the objective: [5 minutes]
Assessment: [20 minutes]
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [45 minutes]
I will present the Power Point presentation giving an overview of the Constitution and its parts, followed by a time allowed for questions. I will direct students during this time to take notes from the presentation, as the information will be tested on later in the unit. 
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [20 minutes]
I will guide students on the Smart board in a demonstration of how to use the word count feature on a computer. Students will then have the opportunity to come up and practice if they wish. Then students will be directed to get a laptop from the cart, and complete the first section of Handout 1. I will review how to calculate a percentage if necessary. 
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [5 minutes]
I will explain the remainder of Handout 1 as homework, and make sure everyone has the appropriate information to complete the second section of the handout at home. 
VI. Independent Practice: [20 minutes]
Students will complete the remainder of Handout 1 at home, which is the coloring section using percentage from the first section of the handout. 
STANDARDS:

CE.C&G.2.3 
HS.TT.1.3 (Technology)
Plans for Individual Differences: 

Learning contracts – A document will be produced that will: 

· Identify what content will be learned

· Specify the methods and strategies that will be used to learn the content

· Specify resources to be used in order to learn the content

· Specify the type of evidence that will be used to demonstrate learning
· Specify how the evidence will be validated, and by whom
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